
 

 

Parish Services, Mass Times, and Intentions - 23 April 2023 

  St Bede’s St Cuthbert’s 

Saturday  22 April NO MASS 6:00pm Vigil Mass 
People of the Parish 

Sunday  23 April 
3rd Sunday of Easter 

9:00am 

John Vanston & Family 

10:30am 
Special Intention 

Monday  24 April 
St George. 
Patron of England 

NO MASS NO MASS 

Tuesday  25 April 
St Mark 
Evangelist. 

NO MASS 5:45pm  
Exposition and  
Confessions 
6:30pm 
Special Intention 

Wednesday  26 April 
 

10:00am 
The Sinclair family 

NO MASS 

Thursday  27 April 
 

NO MASS 10:00am 
Sidney Lewis 

Friday  28 April 
St Peter Chanel 
Priest. Martyr. 

10:00am 
Kathleen & Johnny Hall 

NO MASS 

Saturday  29 April 
St Catherine of Siena 
Virgin. Doctor. 
Patron of Europe 

NO MASS 6:00pm Vigil Mass 
Private Intention 

Sunday  30 April 
4th Sunday of Easter 

9:00am 
George Clark 

10:30am 
People of the Parish 

Please note there is availability for Mass intentions. If you would like to have a 

Mass offered, please use the envelopes at the back of church to provide the de-

tails. Then either place this in with the collection or pass it on to the parish office.  

 

 

 3rd Sunday of Easter:  “They recognized him at the breaking of bread” Luke 24:35 

Question of the week: Luke says that at first something prevented the disciples from 
recognizing him (24:16). What prevents me from recognizing the Lord in our midst?  

ST. BEDE & ST. CUTHBERT 

TELEPHONE: 0191 388 2302 

PARISH PRIEST: CANON MICHAEL GRIFFITHS 

PARISH SECRETARY: WILL HANNIGAN 

Third Sunday  of Easter—Reflection   

All through life’s day  
our Risen Lord walks with us. 
Often, however, he is a stranger to us 
for he never forces himself upon us. 
 
Before the day’s end 
we will ask many questions, 
experience many failures, 
disappointments and heartaches. 
And then, suddenly, 
whether we are young, middle-aged, or old, 
we will find that that the day is far spent, 
the shadows are lengthening, 
and night is fast approaching. 
 
In that moment we pray  
That, like the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, 
our eyes will be opened, 
And that we will recognise him –  
The stranger who walked by our side –  
as our Risen Lord. 
 
And he will not vanish from sight. 
Instead he will be our guide  
as we travel through the dark valley of death, 
until we arrive safely at our Father’s house 

(Flor McCarthy, S.D.B) 

Loving God, you have shown us the path 

of life and have sent your Son to accom-

pany us on that path.  

As we continue our journeys to you, 

hear the prayers we make and grant the 

needs we have, through your  beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord  



 

 

“They think it’s all over… it is now!” - The immortal words of Kenneth Wolstenholme 
 
In Lent we focus on our response to Jesus as his disciples today, and so through our pray-
er, fasting, and almsgiving, we try to do more. Something of our own life experience at 
times makes it easier to identify with the suffering and passion of Jesus, and so make the 
stations of the cross. Once we get to Easter, the danger is that we think that’s it all over for 
another year and nothing further to do. The reality is that it isn’t over, we have a journey 
still to make. The living out of our baptismal calling, and these weeks are precious in order 
to make the stations of the resurrection and so deepen our faith and our commitment. To 
be like Nicodemus and truly recognise our rebirth in Christ and that we are on another 
journey of 40 days to the great feast of Pentecost and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  
 
The soul gives life to the body, and without the soul the body – whatever its size- is a 
corpse. A home or city without the strength of its inhabitants breathing “a soul”, so to 
speak, into it is also dead. Without such a soul even a popular tourist site, regardless of its 
famous sights and spectacular monuments, remains a dead city. Lord, my life, my activi-
ties, and the society in which I live must have a soul breathed into them. This is the work of 
the Holy Spirit. Am I animated by the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ, or by the spirit of “the 
devil, the flesh, and the world”? (Venerable Francis Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan) 
So let us use these days to renew our life and our parish in the power of the Holy Spirit, for 
it is never all over. 

Thank you to readers who have been helping us to renew our rota for reading at week-

ends. If anyone would like to read do not hesitate to get in touch with the parish office. 

We are now trying to update and set up a rota for extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist.  

Please help us by getting in touch with the parish office with your availability. Last year all 

restrictions imposed by covid regulations were lifted. The Bishops conference have said 

that we can now re-introduce Holy Communion from the chalice. I would be interested to 

receive any thoughts and comments about this but I am very much aware, on a practical 

level, we are struggling to distribute Holy Communion under one kind at the moment. 

The St Benedict Partnership are putting together a series of celebrations in and around 

Pentecost. These will be discussed at the Parish Pastoral Council next week and we will 

give more information shortly. 

St Cuthbert’s Church cleaning will take place on Friday 28th April at 2:00pm. If anyone has 

a suggestion of other times when they are available to clean and tidy the church, please 

get in touch with the parish office as we are desperate for more help! 

Fr Stephen from St Patrick’s Missionary Society would like to thank everyone for their 

warm welcome and kind generosity to his appeal. Please return any further contributions 

and gift aid envelopes as soon as possible. 

 

 

Gift Aid donations by envelope   
All parishioners who donated by Gift Aid envelopes during the current financial year 
should have now received envelopes for 2023-24. Envelopes start on 2nd April. If you 
have not received yours, or you wish to start Gift Aiding your donation to the parish, 
please contact Terry Matthews (Tel. no. 07903 505469 or 
email  tertam6900@gmail.com). Thank you to all parishioners who donated by envelope 
or standing order this year. Your donations will be increased by 25% by the Government 
and provide a very valuable and welcome addition to the parish income. 
 
Remembering in Prayer  
Your prayers are requested for all those who are sick, both at home and in hospital,  
especially Fr. John Reid, and Maureen Misty……. (contact the parish office for anyone 
you wish to add to the list of the sick) 
 
We also remember all those whose anniversaries occur at this time; Tim Waggott, Anne 
Lester, Joe Lester, John Dodds, Irene Heade, Don Taggart, Lawrence Bradley, John 
Guest, Jeffrey Noble, and William Allen.  

Keep in Touch ... 

Parish E-mail: durhamstbede.stcuthbert@gmail.com 

the parish office is open on Tuesday Wednesday and Thursday 

from 9.30am -2.00pm. 

Parish Website: https://ss-bede-and-cuthbert.info  

Facebook: Parish of St Bede & St Cuthbert 

Twitter: @StsBedeCuthbert 

Parish Priest email:frmichael.griffiths@st-cuthberts.org 

Visit the Diocesan website for information https://www.diocesehn.org.uk  

Hospital Chaplain:  Fr. Paul Tully        01388 818544 

If you know of anyone going into hospital who would like to see a priest, please get in touch 

with Fr. Tully. And please let Fr Michael know of anyone within the parish who is sick or 

housebound and would like to see a priest 

Readers: 

Saturday 22 April Sunday 23 April  

6:00pm  Terry Harvey 9:00am Kathy Palmer 10:30am Peter McMahon 

Peter Bostock Tim Spain 

Saturday 29 April Sunday 30 April 

6:00pm Moira O’Connor 9:00am Louise Maitland 10:30am Dominic Johnson 

Maureen Smith Nicola Spain 
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